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1. 



This opinion contains indications relatihgi ito the.following items: 



□ Box No, n 

O BoxNo. lil 

□ Box No. IV 

a Box No, y 

□- Box No. VI 

0 Box No. VII 

□ BoxNo, Vllt 



Basis df the Qipinlbn 
Prtoffty 

Noh-eslablishmeht of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive 6tep and industrial appljc^bility 
Lack of unity of inyehtipn 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s. 1(a) (i) witii regard to ntoyelty, inventive step or Industrial 

applit^iirity: citations and explanations supporting such statenienl 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain pbsefvatiohs on the iriternational .appRcalipn 



2, FURTHER ACTIOKi 

If a demand for intfernatbnal preliminary: examination is. made, tKis opinion yvillusuaUy beconsidered to a 
^^i^^^ PreLihary Examining Author^ ""T^^'rc^lt^^^^^hl^ 

SS>Hc^^ an Authority other than th^ one to be the I PEA and the chosen ^^^^ has^noti^^^^^ 

imemaS) Bur^^^^^ under fHule 66.1di>{b) that written opinions of this mternationaJ Searching Authority 
vmBI not be so considered. 

u thk onlnion is Es provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA; the applicant is. JnvHedj^P 
L. hmrt tn th^^ where appropriate, with amendments, i?efore the expir^tion.pf three 

SSom the^^^^^ expiration of 22 months from the prtonty.date, 

whichever expires later, 

For further options, see Form PCT>JSAfi20; 

3. For Ajrther details^ see notes to Form PCJA&MZZO. 
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Box No, I Saisis of the opinion 



1 With reqard to the language, this opinion has been established on the b^sis of the international application in 
' the language in which it was tiled, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

n This doinion l.as been established on the basis of a translation from the original l^ngu^ge into the following 
JanluS , whi?h1s the langu^gb of a trarislation furnished for the purposes of mtematK)nai search 
(under Rules 1 2.3 and 23,1 (b)), 

2 With redard to any nucleotide andibr amino acid sequence-discp^ injhe jmernational application and 
Sssin^ inventioh, this opinion; hag been estal?lished on the basis of: 

a. type of materiaJ: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing; 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained m the internatiohal application as filed. 

□ filed together with the internatiohal application in computer readable form, 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authorrty for the purposes of search. 

□ In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfer table relating thereto 
has been tiled or furnished, the required statements that the information in the sutisequent or additional 
eopies is Identical to that in the appiication as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished, 

4. Additional comments: 
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— 3 V Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/s.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicablilty; citations and explahations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

Box No. VII Certain defects in th^ ihternatlonar application 

The tpitowing defects in the fonn or cbntehts of the international ^plication have t>een noted: 
see separate she^t 
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Re Item V. 

1 The f ollowing doet tients ate reterrecl to in this communication: 

Di : WG 99/41028 A (DAIMLER CHRYSLER AG; BIKERT. ARNDT; BOBBERT, 

STEFAN) 19 August 1999 (1999-08-19) 
d2 : DE 100 19 912 A1 (FORSCHUNGSGESELLSCHAFT UMFORMTECHNIK 

MBH) 31 October 2001 (2001-10-31) 
D3 • EP 0 985 465 A (KABUSHIKI KAISHA OPTON) 1 5 March 2000 (2000-03-1 5) 
P4 : I3E 38 40 939 At (KUHN, RAINER. PIPU-ING.. 6690 ST WENDEL, DE) 7 

June 1990 (1990-06-07) 
D5 • DE 197 51 035 A1 (FQRSeHUNGSGESELLSCHAFT UMFORMTECHNIK 

MBH. 701 74 STUTTGART. DE; FORSGHU) 27 May 1 99? (1 999-05-27) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1 AND 5: 

2.1 The present application does hot meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) POT, because the 
subject- matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Doeumerit D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this doisurnent): 

A method of hydroforming a metal part (title) comprising: 

placing a part (2) to be formed within a die (3); 

closing the die (3) to enclose the part (2) to be formed; and 

thtroducing a high |)ressure fluid to ah interior (9) of the die (3) for expanding the 

part.(2) against an interior surface of the die, the high pressure fluid having a 

pulse applied thereto for increasing a material flow of the part within the die 

(page 4, paragraph 2 to page 5, paragraph 1 ). 

indeper^derit claim 5 cohtaihis exactly the: sanrie features as claim 1 , but in a slightly 
different wording. Consequently all features of claim 5 are also known from DI. The 
subjeQf-rriatter of claiiti 5 is therefore not new neither (Article 33(2) PCT). 

Also documents D2 to DS disclose a method; cortiFiriSihg ail the features of claims 1 
arid 5, respecfively. 
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3 INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 9 AND 15: 

3.1 The pretsent application does not meet tlie criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 9 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this ddcument): 

A hydroformihg assembly (1), eomprising: 
a die assembly (3); 

a blank (2) pdsitiohed in said die assembly (3); 

a pressurized ffuid with said die assembly (3) to force said blank (2) agaihst a 
wall of said die assembly (3) tio conform said blank with said wsillof said die 
assembly; and 

a pulse-generating device (18) coupled to said jDressurized fluid to provide a 
pulse to said pressurized fluid to create pulsing magnitudes of pressure of the 
pressurized fluid against said blank (2) to force said blank against said wall of 
said die assembly (3) (page 3, last paragraph to page 5. paragraph 1). 

independent claim 15 cbhtains exactly the same features as claim 9, but in a slightly 
different wording. Cbnsequehtly all features. of claim 15 , are also known from D1. The 
subject- matter of claim 15 is therefore not new neither (Article 33(2) PCT). 

Also documents D2 Id D5 disclose an assembly comprising all the features of claims 
9 and 15, respectively. 



DEPENDENT CLAIMS; 2-4, 6-8, 10-14 

Dependent claims 2-4, 6-8, 1 0-1 4 do not contaiii airly features which, irt combihaiion 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty arid/pr inventive step (Article:33(2) and (3) PCT). 



The additional features of claims 2-4. 6-8, 1Q-12 and 14 are known from D1 ((page 3, 
iast paragraph to page 6, last-paragraph), the range defined ip clairn 13 represents 
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usual pressure values for hydrdforming. 



Re itein VII. 

Gontrary to the requirements of Rgle 5.1 (a)(ji) PGT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not meritipnied in the desGription, nor is this, 
docunnent identified therein. 

The features of the claims are not provided with refierence signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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